p o

Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP77M00144R000800030018-5

House Passes ‘Sunshine’ Aet

By Rlchard L. Lyons
Washington Post Staft Writer

The House yesterday

) passed 390 to 86 a bill re-
© quiring about 50 federal reg-

g ulatory agencies to conduct

. their business in public un-

less they meet specified- ex-
emptions.

Officially titled “Govern-(
ment in the Sunshine Act,”
the bill, which passed the
Senate in somewhat
stronger form 95 to ¢, would
cover any multi-headed
agency subject to the Free-
dom of Information Act. This
means regulatory hoards
with several members, as
contrasted with departments
headed by a single Cabinet
secretary.

Covered would be such
agencies as the Federal Re-
serve Board, Federal Power
Commission, Federal Com-
munications:Commission, Pa-
role Board and Securities
and Exchange Commission.

Covered agencies could

meet in closed session only
for such reason as national
security matters, confiden-
tial trade secrets and unwar-
rented invasion of personal
privacy.

Common Cause, the sel-
styled citizen’s lobby which
has pushed the bill, said the
House action “sets the stage
for a new era of open gov-
ernment at the federal
level.” The bill would be a
companion to .the Freedom
of Information Act which
has permitted reporters and
others to pry out informa-
tion kept secret by federal
agencies,

The bill also forbids ex
parte (one sided) communi-
cations between any person
and covered agency offi-
cials. This is to prevent im-
proper pressure in behalf of
an action such as an applica-
tion for a television license.
But requests for informa-
tion on the status of a case
would be permitted so that
a member of Congress could
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- Open Sessions Voted for Agencies

ask where a constituent's

case stood.
The bill requires that
when a covered agency

holds a closed meeting it
must make a pubfic explana-
tion and state its justifica-
tion. Any person may go to
court to seek a judgment
that an agency illegally
closed a meeting.

A provision requiring ver-
batim transcripts be kept of
closed meetings and. later
released except for sensitive
material was knocked out
201 to 192 on grounds it
would inhibit free discus-
sion. Instead, the bill re-
quires that minutes of
closed meetings be kept.

By 204 to 180, the House
redefined “meeting” so asto
exclude from coverage cas-
ual discussions, such as two
members of a covered agen-
cy’s meeting for breakfast
and discussing the agenda
for the day’s meeting.
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